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September. The Assembly was addressed on September n by
Sir Samuel Hoare, British Foreign Secretary in succession to
Simon—the speech became famous: Laval, on September 12,
and Litvinoff, next day, spoke in support, as did other representa-
tives. The conciliation committee presented its plan on September
18, but four days afterwards it was absolutely rejected by Italy,
though Abyssinia had conditionally accepted it. In the meantime,
something else had occurred which, while it strengthened the
League, gave the whole situation a much more sombre colour,
namely, the British Mediterranean Fleet sailed on September 4
from Malta for the Suez Canal, and heavy reinforcements were
announced for Malta; it became known that British warships
from far and near were being concentrated at Gibraltar and in
the Eastern Mediterranean, and that large forces were being got
together in Alexandria and Haifa. The stage indeed seemed to
be set for war, as Mussolini was moving very considerable forces
from Italy into Libya which threatened Egypt and the Sudan,
both in the military occupation of the British; he had besides
a superiority in the Air arm, which was most formidable. With
this threat of war, the situation at Geneva became highly electrical,
the fate of the League itself in the balance. In some quarters it
was suggested that England, who had taken these measures in
the Eastern Mediterranean on her own initiative, without any
reference to the League, was acting entirely in her own imperial
interests, but this was categorically denied in London, the state-
ment being repeated over and over again that she stood by the
Geneva Institution.
In the course of his speech in the League Assembly ,on
September 14 Litvinoff said that the Soviet's non-aggression
pacts included a special clause for suspending the pact in cases
of aggression committed by one of the parties against a third
State, but the Soviet knew of other pacts of non-aggression
containing no such, clause. "This means," said he, "that a State
which has secured its rear or flank by such a pact of non-aggression
obtains the facility of attacking third States with impunity. . « .
Bilateral pacts of non-aggression may become in this way a means
of security of aggression." On September 16 Beck protested

